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where I acted Pa for a fortnight, my return the ensuing fall and the very welcome reception you gave me on your arrival from Dover, our little tiffs & makings up, my feelings while Major Dick l was courting you, my trip to the cottage,2 the lock of hair, my visit again to Richmond the ensuing fall, and all the thousand indescribable but deeply affecting instances of your affection or coldness which constituted for a time the happiness or misery of my life and will always be recollected with a degree of interest which can never be lost while recollection remains." 3
When he left the army in 1781, Marshall, although a member of the bar, found no legal business to do.4 He probably alternated between the Oak Hill plantation in Fauquier County, where his help was sadly needed, and Richmond, where the supreme attraction drew him. Thus another year wore on. In this interval John Marshall engaged in politics, as was the custom of young gentlemen of standing and ambition; and in the fall of 1782 was elected to the House of Delegates from Fauquier County.6 This
. . . spacious and commodious within and prettily situated." ("Notes on Virginia": Jefferson; Works: Ford, iv, 69.)
1  Richard Anderson, the father of the defender of Fort Sumter. (Terhune: Colonial Homesteads, 97.)
2  A country place of Edward Ambler's family in Hanover County. (See Pecquet du Bellet, i, 35.) Edward Ambler was now dead. His wife lived at "The Cottage" from the outbreak of the war until her death in 1781. (16., 26; and Mrs. Carrington to Mrs. Dudley, Get, 10, 1796; MS.)
3  Marshall to his wife, Feb. 23,1826; MS.
4  Most of the courts were closed because of the British invasion* (Flanders, ii, 301.)                             *  ' '
* In/ra, chap. vi.